


Plan for òAll Seasonó Color, not just òSeasonaló

All Season:  Permanent, Preplanned, Integrated

Seasonal:  Temporary, Seasonal specific plantings

Much emphasis and effort placed on Spring to Fall Garden

The winter garden gets overlooked ðusually unattractive

Winter season in Austin generally December 1 thru March 31

Plants must deal with subfreezing temps, ice, sleet,rapid 
temperature change and wet and cold combinations



USDA Cold Hardiness Zones ð2003 ðGulf Coast

Based on historical records over time of average lowest winter temperatures
Just a guideline , doesnõt consider microenvironments, other conditions



The Challenge

Central Texas native & adaptive plants are mostly deciduous/perennial

Evergreens are a garden treasure in Central Texas, but limited

Winter color plants can be Seasonal, or All Season ðcold hardy

Landscape areas must blend both evergreen with seasonal plants

Winter color can be from foliage or flowers ðdonõt overlook foliage

Foliage can be variegated white / yellow, green, blue/ silver , & purple . 

Marginally hardy or Semi -evergreens need protected micro -environ.

Cool weather seasonal plants offer more color variety and bloom

Use colorful, eyecatching hardscaping to add interest to winter garden 

Avoid container plantings ðroots freeze much faster than terresterial

Now letõs look at some plant choicesé..



.

BEST BETS FOR OFF-SEASON TEMPORARY GARDEN COLOR

FALL

Sumac, Bradford Pear, Red Maple, and Crepe Myrtles - for foliage color.

Mums, Copper Canyon Daisy, Fall Aster, Mexican Mint Marigold, Philippine Violet - for flowering

WINTER

Cyclamen, Pansies, Snapdragons, Dianthus - for winter flowering

Flowering cabbages, kale, or colorful swiss chard for cool weather colorful foliage.
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