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Extreme temperatures

Low humidity 

Extreme drought

High soil pH / alkalinity

Porous limestone

Wildlife

Strong light intensity

Above allé.

Need to conserve water



1. Minimize turf area

2. Select native and adaptive plants 

3. Embrace the local environment



XERISCAPING: use native and adaptive 

plants; self sustaining; low water 

requirements; and heat and drought tolerant

Zilker Botanic Garden, Austin, TX



Advantages of Xeriscaping:

- Conserve water 

- Prevent  pollution

- Reduce yard maintenance 

- Protect fragile environment

- Save Money

- Provide durable landscape

- Inspire artistry and creativity



Minimize Turf
There are NO lawn grasses suitable for Hill Country

Southern turf grasses

St. Augustine 

Bermuda 

Zoysia

Buffalo 

Northern turf grasses

Rye

Fescue

including



SUBSTITUTES FOR A LAWN

Xeriphytic ground cover plants

e.g. Trailing Gazania

Decomposed

Granite Gravel Crushed

Limestone

Hardwood

Mulch

Flagstone patios and walkways



Use feature

plants  and other

items of interest

Xeriscaping allows

for creativity and 

artistic designs



Require little to no maintenance, disease resistant 

AGAVES

YUCCA

CACTI

SUCCULENTS

GRASSES

PERENNIALS 

SHRUBS & TREES



Agave americana Agave óCorneliusôWhales Tongue Agave

Yucca (Spanish Bayonet) Pale Leaf Yucca Yucca recurvifolia



Golden Barrel Cactus Thornless Smooth Opuntia Claret Cup Cactus

Thornless Wavy OpuntiaHesperaloe Bulbine


